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On the first day of the festival the amateur Sanyasis
throw themselves from a platform, eight or ten feet high,
upon knives arranged to fall under the weight of the
body. Occasionally they fail to do so, and an accident
happens. Processions of these men march to the temple
of Kali, some with spears through their tongues, others
with pans of burning incense hanging against their
breasts. At this season, too, there is a sort of carnival.
Processions are formed, and tableaux vivants arranged
on platforms, representing different trades and pro-
fessions, are carried through the streets. In time gone
by the gestures of the actors, as well as the scenes
represented, were most obscene, but of late years these
objectionable features have been largely curtailed. On
the second day of the Puja the swinging, which has
given its name to this festival, takes place. In former
years, a hook, with rope attached, was inserted in the
fleshy part of the body of a man. This rope was tied
to a bamboo working on a pivot, which raised the victim
to a considerable height from the ground. Sometimes
the hooks tore away the flesh, and the man fell, with
back, or neck, or bones broken. This is now prohibited,
but the festival is still held in a modified manner. A
bundle of clothes is swung instead of men, or a rope
is tied round the body in which the hook is hung.
Trevelyan gives the following graphic description of
this festival as it occurred in Calcutta, in a letter dated
April 17, 1863 :

"One morning, at the beginning of this month, as I
lay between sleeping and waking near the open window,
I began to be aware of a hideous din in an adjacent
street. At first the sound of discordant music, and a
confused multitude of voices impressed me with the
vague idea that a battalion of volunteers were passing
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